Morphometric changes in the duodenal microvillous surface area of the non-pregnant, pregnant and lactating female rat.
In the present study an attempt has been made to describe the morphometrical changes occurring in the microvilli of the duodenum of rats of different ages and periods of reproduction. The data showed that the microvillous surface area in the duodenum was greatest in senescent rats and lowest in adult and old animals. The values for lactating rats were similar to that for the senescent group. There was a direct correlation between the microvillous surface area with the height and density. By contrast, however, there was a negative correlation between the width and density of the duodenal microvilli.